
 

 



 

INTRODUCTION 
Center Grove Schools' administrators, school board, along with our teachers' association, have developed a 
2020-21 Return to School plan following our extended closure due to COVID-19. This plan places the safety 
of our students and staff as our top priority.  

Center Grove is implementing safety measures as recommended, requiring face coverings, facilitating social 
distancing where possible, and putting in place a thorough 3-step cleaning process in all school buildings for 
the 2020-21 school year. We have developed a Virtual School option for families who prefer an online, rather 
than physical school building this year due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. We have also worked to make as few 
changes as possible to our school day and school calendar.  

We have provided specific details, links, and information about Center Grove's 2020-21 Return to School plan 
on pages of CGCSC’s website and in this document.  

● Academics 
● Health & Wellness 
● Cleaning Procedures 
● Food & Nutrition Services 
● Transportation 
● Extra-Curricular/Athletics 
● Frequently Asked Questions 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL SPECIFIC CHART OF HEALTH AND 
SAFETY MEASURES 
The school district will be closely following CDC, IDOE, ISDH, and Johnson County Health Department 
recommendations. Restrictions may change as guidance changes. Any updates will be reflected below with a 
note regarding the change. Individual school plans will be released upon approval.  

Topic  Guidance 

School Day Interactions*  

Attendance Policy  Attendance incentives and awards will be suspended for the 2020-2021 school year. 
All other information regarding our attendance policy can be found in our student 
handbook. 

Classroom Furniture  To maximize space within the classroom, teachers should remove all non-essential 
items so that student desks, teacher desks, and only essential instructional materials 
are present.   

Classroom Seating  Student desks should be optimally spaced for maximum distancing; this may include 
traditional rows with students facing in the same direction or pods of students who are 
distanced from other students.  Teachers will assign student seats. Examples of 
classroom layouts are linked HERE. 
 
Staff and students will wear a face covering while inside classrooms when social 
distancing is not possible.  Teachers or staff members providing supervision will 
determine when and if students do not need to wear face coverings. 
 
Unless ALL students in the classroom can social distance (6’ or more), we will require 
face coverings (K-12).  Teachers may remove their face covering or wear a face shield 
when providing whole-class instruction from a distance over 6’. 
 
Students clean desks if they switch desks. 

Before & After School 
Drop-Off & Pick-Up 

Procedures 
 

*Face Coverings Required* 

We anticipate long drop-off and pick-up lines for families who choose to drive their 
child to and from school. Please allow for additional wait time, if you plan to drop off or 
pick up your student. Please be ready to exit the vehicle as soon as you are within the 
designated area painted in green. 
 
Student masks are required prior to entering the building as students will be unable to 
social distance during this time.  
 

 

RETURN TO TOP    Revised 9.09.20  |  Page  3 

 

https://www.centergrove.k12.in.us/cms/lib/IN01000850/Centricity/Domain/1739/CENTER%20GROVE%20ELEMENTARY%20CLASSROOM%20OPTIONS.pdf
https://www.centergrove.k12.in.us/cms/lib/IN01000850/Centricity/Domain/1739/CENTER%20GROVE%20ELEMENTARY%20CLASSROOM%20OPTIONS.pdf


 

Students may be dropped off during the following times:  
Middle Schools:  
Drop Off: 7:00 - 7:25 a.m.  
Pick Up: 2:40 - 2:55 p.m. (Wednesday Early Release: 1:55 - 2:10 p.m.)  
 
Morning Drop off - Parents stay in cars. Students exiting from cars between 
7:00-7:18am should enter the building through the athletic entrance on the northeast 
side of the building. From here, the students will wait in the Trojan Gym until the first 
bell rings at 7:18am. While in the Trojan Gym, students will be encouraged to remain 
distanced while also required to wear face coverings. Car drop-off students who exit 
their cars at or after 7:18am may enter the building through the main entrance. 
Students who ride the school bus will remain on the bus until they are released by 
CGMSN administration. Students from buses will be released in smaller groups in 
order to provide for physical distancing while entering the building. Students who plan 
to purchase breakfast from the CGMSN cafeteria should enter through the athletic 
entrance and walk down the back hallway to the cafeteria while students who are not 
planning to purchase breakfast will enter through the main entrance and may go 
straight to their lockers. 
 
Afternoon Pick up - Parents stay in cars. Students should socially distance outside and 
immediately enter their vehicles as their parents/guardians arrive within the designated 
area painted in green. 
 
*Walking to or from school is prohibited at Center Grove Middle School North 

Students Late Arrivals 
and Early Pick-Up 

during the School Day 
 

*Face Coverings Required* 

Center Grove is limiting the number of people in and out of each school building. 
 
Late Arrivals - Parents are encouraged to call the attendance hotline to give notice 
when their student will arrive late. Upon late arrival, students will enter the building 
without their parents/guardians and sign in with student services. 
 
Early Pick-Up - Parents are encouraged to call the office or write a note indicating when 
their student will be picked up early. Upon arrival, parents/guardians will speak with 
the receptionist using the camera phone system at the front door. You will be asked to 
show your ID through the camera. After your identification is verified, your student will 
be released to you.  

Student Deliveries 
during the School Day 

 
*Face Coverings Required* 

Upon arrival, parents/guardians will speak with the receptionist using the camera 
phone system at the front door. You will be asked to show your ID through the camera. 
After your identification is verified, you will be allowed entry  into the door vestibule. 
Complete the provided delivery form and place the delivery item on the cart for your 
child’s grade level. Parents will not need to enter the building.   

Breakfast  Middle School North will continue to provide a grab-and-go breakfast, which they will 
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*Face Coverings Required* 

eat during their Connect period. Students will be allowed to remove their face 
coverings to eat.  Students are expected to follow teacher guidance and social 
distancing expectations during this time. 
 
Students choosing to eat breakfast at school should walk to the cafeteria before taking 
their belongings to their lockers. Students will enter the doors marked “Breakfast 
Entrance” which are the doors nearest the back hallway restrooms.  Social distancing 
markers will be placed on the floors in the cafeteria and students will purchase their 
breakfast using the CGMSN Student ID’s, which will be provided to students during 
the first week of school. Students will then exit the cafeteria through the doors marked 
“Breakfast Exit” nearest the back stairwell. Students should then promptly take their 
belongings to their lockers and arrive at their Connect class. 

Hand Sanitation  All teachers will be provided with hand sanitizer for their classrooms. Students will use 
sanitizer as they enter. 
 
Hand sanitizing stations will be strategically placed throughout the schools/buildings to 
be readily available to students and staff, particularly after arriving just off of the school 
bus and near cafeterias. 
 
It is recommended that students wash their hands when they arrive at school, before 
they eat and after they eat, anytime they use the restroom, and their hands are visibly 
dirty. 

Hallway Traffic Flow 
 

*Face Coverings Required* 

If students are in the hallway independently or with a small group, social distancing will 
be practiced. During passing periods and other heavy traffic flow times, students wear 
a face covering since social distancing will not be possible. Dismissal from class will be 
staggered by team to increase social distancing in the hallways. 

Library  Upon return, library books/materials will be separated and not available for check out 
for a minimum of three days. 

Lockers & Backpacks 
 

*Face Coverings Required* 

Students will be assigned lockers. Lockers should contain essential school items only. 
Decorations both inside and outside of lockers are prohibited to support our daily 
cleaning procedures.  Please be reminded that cell phones are still expected to be 
placed in lockers and turned off for the entirety of our school day. 
 
Passing periods will be scheduled by team in order to reduce the number of students 
in the locker areas/bays at the same time. Dismissal from class will be staggered by 
team to increase social distancing in the hallways. 

Lunch/ Snacks 
 

*Face Coverings Required* 

Students will enter the cafeteria wearing their masks and keep them on until they make 
it back to their tables from the foodline. Students will wear a face covering again after 
they are finished eating. The cafeteria tables will be limited to 50% occupancy. 
Students will be assigned seats and will use alternating seats to not sit directly next to 
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or across from each other. The unused seats will be labeled as a reminder for students. 
Students will be able to choose new assigned seats each quarter. The cafeteria will 
increase from 4 sections in previous years to 6 sections this year. The 2 additional 
sections will be located in the grand staircase areas on both floors without blocking 
egress. These tables will also be at 50% capacity, with students sitting in assigned, 
alternating seats to not sit directly next to or across from each other. The unused seats 
will be labeled as a reminder for students. The outside tables on the back patio will 
also be used when the weather permits. Students will remain seated in their section 
and will be called to the lunch line one section at a time. Cleaning will occur between 
student groups. 
 
Sometimes snacks are necessary due to distance between meals and individual student 
regulatory needs.  At these times, both in our cafeteria and in classrooms, students will 
be allowed to remove their face coverings to eat.  Students are expected to follow 
teacher guidance and social distancing expectations during this time. 

Music Classes 
 

*Face Coverings Required* 

Any Music Course: 
● Wearing Masks 

○ Students will wear masks when singing, when social distancing is not 
possible, and not playing a wind instrument.  

● Cleaning instruments 
○ Students clean shared instruments as they arrive, and whenever they 

switch spaces or equipment in classrooms. 
○ Sharing instruments will be avoided when possible. 
○ When disinfecting instruments, guidelines from the manufacturer will 

be followed to prevent damage.  
● Practice Room Use 

○ The student who arrives is responsible for wiping the stand, and 
cleaning the area. 

○ Occupancy limits will be posted on each practice room.   
● Concerts and Performances 

○ We will follow guidance of the state on large events. 
○ Virtual options are being considered for performances.  

● Spacing  
○ Students will be spaced out to the greatest extent possible. 
○ Students will face the same direction during class. 
○ Using alternate and additional spaces, especially going outside, will be 

considered when possible.   
Band 

● Wind players will wear masks when not playing their instrument.   
● Percussionists will wear masks at all times. 
● Some instruments may have special requirements for seating, spacing (ex. 

Flute, piccolo), or covering (ex. bell cover). 
● Percussionists will be required to have their own materials or they will not be 
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allowed to participate in class (i.e. There are no shared sticks/mallets this year.) 
Choir 

● Students will wear masks at all times, including while singing. 
● A traffic pattern will be created for all students to follow. (One door to enter, 

one door to exit.) 
Orchestra 

● All students will wash or sanitize hands prior to the start of each rehearsal. 
● Each musician will be assigned their own chair and stand. 
● Students will not share equipment, instruments, pencils, music, etc.  

PE Equipment & 
Locker Rooms 

 
*Face Coverings Required* 

 

Students will dress in PE uniforms for Wellness and Physical Education classes.  PE 
lockers will be assigned in such a way to allow additional distance between students as 
they are dressing. Whenever the learning activities are conducive to allowing students 
to remain in their regular school clothes, students will not dress out for PE. Students 
will wear masks when social distancing is not possible. 
 
Students will use hand sanitizer before and after using shared PE equipment.  Students 
will use wipes to clean shared equipment prior to use. 

Restroom Breaks 
 

*Face Coverings Required* 

Students should wear a face covering when using the restroom.  If a student goes to 
the restroom during class with a pass, a face covering should be taken in the event 
there are other students in the restroom and social distancing cannot be maintained. 

Small Groups 
Collaborative Work 
Flexible Grouping 
RTI/Intervention 

 
*Face Coverings Required* 

Small and flexible groups are effective practices, which can be continued with 
appropriate precautions, including but not limited to the following: 
 
Students wear a face covering when social distancing is not possible.  
Students clean desks when they switch desks and/or classrooms. 
Manipulatives, games, and items such as art supplies will be disinfected between 
student use. 

Water Fountains  Water bottle filling stations will be installed in all schools. Regular water fountains will 
be turned off. Students are encouraged to bring refillable water bottles to school. 
Water bottles do not have to be clear. The only liquid that is allowed to be consumed 
outside of the cafeteria is water. 

School Materials and Supplies 

Student Materials  Supply lists can be found here. These lists have been updated to make sure students 
do not use communal supplies.   
 
For classroom sets of books, students will use wipes to sanitize the book cover before 
use. 
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Supply Lists  Supply lists can be found here. Please do not feel obligated to purchase antibacterial 
hand sanitizer or wipes. Students may have individual hand sanitizer and wipes for their 
personal use. As always, we are happy to accept donations for those in need. 
 
Two reusable masks will be provided to each student and staff member.  Students may 
also need additional masks, which families will need to provide. Masks are encouraged 
to be washed on a regular basis.  
 
Student IDs are required to be visible on students at all times. One lanyard will be 
available for each student. Students may provide their own lanyard that is school 
appropriate. IDs will be given to each student on picture day.  

Events and Drills 

Back t o School Events  6th Grade  and New to Center Grove Students - Back to School Events will be held for 
6th grade families only. Families will be asked to attend sessions divided by last name 
in order to decrease the number of people in the building at one time.  Face coverings 
must be worn by parents and students during the tours when social distancing is not 
possible. We are asking that only one parent attend with their Middle School North 
child.  
 
ALL STUDENTS- Families will receive information about accessing a recorded virtual 
tour and principal Q&A regarding details about the upcoming school year. 
 
ALL STUDENTS GRADES 6-8 - Students and families will have the opportunity to 
preview a “welcome back” message on August 12th  recorded by their new teacher. 
Information will be shared by each teacher/team. This will take the place of our 
traditional back to school/meet the teacher night. 

Field Trips  No field trips will be planned for 1st semester.  A decision for 2nd semester will be 
determined by December 1, 2020.  

Innovation Center  Visits to the Innovation Center may be scheduled with safety precautions.  

Outside Groups  There will be a temporary pause on all in-person presentations from outside groups. 
Virtual presentations from outside groups should be pre-approved by the building 
administration. 

Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 

Parent-Teacher conferences will be planned as a virtual event. Additional information is 
forthcoming. 

School Events 
Assemblies 

There will be no all-school events or Family Nights throughout 1st semester.  Book fairs 
may be held virtually.  Decisions for 2nd semester will be determined by December 1, 
2020. 
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Performances   
School performances may be held if sponsors work with administrators to create a 
viable safety plan for participants and attendees (e.g., wearing face coverings if social 
distancing is not possible; reduced capacity in the venue). 

School Pictures  School pictures may proceed with safety parameters in place (social distancing and/or 
face covering).   

School Safety Drills  Schools will schedule safety drills as mandated by Indiana Administrative Code. 
Administrators will plan and execute drills using recommendations from IDOE Director 
of School Building Security. 

School-Sponsored 
ECAs 

School-sponsored ECAs/clubs can meet.  A face covering must be worn by students 
and adults when social distancing is not possible.   
 
ECA volunteers may be allowed outside the school day to support clubs and/or events. 
ECA sponsors assume responsibility for all program volunteers. A face covering must 
be worn by these volunteers when social distancing is not possible.   

Visitors, Volunteers, 
Guest Speakers/ 

Clinicians 

Visitors will not be allowed in the buildings; this includes outside tutors/instructors. 
 
No volunteers for 1st semester.  Volunteers for 2nd semester will be determined by 
December 1, 2020. 
 
Guest speakers/clinicians will not be allowed, except for guest speakers who are part 
of our adopted curriculum (e.g., Health Ed Pros). 

Athletics Guidelines 

Activities & Practices 
 

Center Grove middle and high school students will be allowed to return to 
extra-curricular activities and athletics hosted at their schools beginning Monday, July 
6th. This is “Phase 1” of this process and places an emphasis on conditioning and/or 
specific skills development. Restrictions will be in place to protect students, their 
teammates, and the coaching staff from contracting and/or spreading COVID-19.  

View the MS/HS ECA/Athletics Summer (Phase 1) Restrictions at this link. 

View the MS/HS ECA/Athletics Summer (Phase 2) Restrictions at this link. 

All buildings and facilities will remain closed to outside groups through the summer.  

Athletic Events  TBD 
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